FAMED HIBAKU “ATOMIC” PIANO
TO APPEAR AT THE 24th ANNUAL NOBEL PEACE PRIZE CONCERT
IN OSLO, NORWAY ON DECEMBER 11, 2017
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Oslo, Norway – December 7, 2017 – Nobel Peace Prize Concert organizers today announced that one of
the six existing “Hibaku Pianos,” a remarkable collection of pianos which survived the atomic bombing
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, will make a special appearance at the 24th annual event in Oslo, Norway
on December 11th at Telenor Arena, honoring the Nobel Peace Prize laureate, ICAN, the International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons.
The Yamaha upright piano, built in 1938, was exposed to the atomic bombing at a private home in Ujina,
Minami-ku, Hiroshima City, 3km from the hypocenter. The owner donated the piano to Yagawa
Mitsunori, a 66-year-old noted piano tuner/technician of Yagawa Piano Studio, who specializes in
restoring pianos that were exposed to the Hiroshima bombing, and is also a second-generation atomic
bombing survivor. Mr. Yagawa has restored the piano to be able to be used in performances, while
keeping its condition as close as possible to its condition at the time of the bombing. The piano has
featured in many concerts throughout Japan, as well as at a series of events in New York in 2010.

“Music has no borders,” said Yagawa Mitsunori, who tours across Japan, playing the piano at peace
concerts. “I hope that people hearing the timbre of the Hibaku Piano at this concert will be an
opportunity for them to reflect upon the preciousness of peace, and the horror of nuclear weapons. This
piano has experienced the tragedy of the atomic bombings. Therefore, there is a message which only it
can convey. As a second generation Hibakusha (atomic bomb survivor) in Hiroshima, and as a piano
tuner, continuing this is my life's mission.”
“We are privileged to be able to present one of the Hibaku Pianos at this year’s Nobel Peace Prize
Concert,” said the concert´s producers Odd Arvid Strømstad and Kristian Kirkvaag. “Yagawa Mitsunori’s
lifelong dedication to preserving the pianos that survived the atomic bomb at Hiroshima and spreading a
message of peace is singular, and we’re honored to share his life’s work at the Concert.”
Internationally acclaimed actor, producer and activist David Oyelowo will host the 24th Annual Nobel
Peace Prize Concert with headliner John Legend, Danish band Lukas Graham, Swedish singer/songwriter
Zara Larsson, Norwegian DJ/producer Matoma, Norwegian singer/songwriter Sigrid, and youth
performance company Le PeTiT CiRqUe®.
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Nobel Peace Prize Concert
The Nobel Peace Prize is the most prestigious honor in the world, and has been awarded to iconic
individuals such as Mother Teresa, Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Desmund Tutu. The Nobel Peace
Prize Concert is an annual musical tribute to the laureate who is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize each
year on December 10th in Oslo, Norway. 2017 marks the 24th Anniversary of the concert which reaches
hundreds of millions of households via global television distribution and digitally via YouTube. The
leading global interactive content studio, Digital Domain is the official virtual reality partner of the Nobel
Peace Prize Concert, live streaming the concert and showing highlights in 360 VR. Renowned artists from
all over the world have taken the Nobel Peace Prize Concert stage over the years to amplify the message
of Peace - including stars like Paul McCartney, Alicia Keys, Rihanna, Sting, Andrea Bocelli, Tina, Turner,
Ellie Goulding, Kygo, Oprah Winfrey, Will Smith and Meryl Streep, among many others. The Nobel Peace
Prize Concert debuted in 1994 and has grown into one of the world's preeminent events. Tickets are
available and can be purchased via http://www.ticketmaster.no/artist/nobel-peace-prize-concertbilletter/933231
For more information about the Nobel Peace Prize Concert:
http://nobelpeaceprizeconcert.com/
About the Nobel Peace Prize: https://www.nobelpeaceprize.org/no/
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